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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: M - Eugene V. Rostow ) 

v‘ ** 

SUBJECT : The Message of Marcovich and Aubrac 




I have now re-read Chet’s memorandum of August 2 in 
the light of the discussion at the meeting c 

Since this is an invitation to establish a direct 
contact with Hanoi, I believe we have no choice but to 
pursue it. This fact is made doubly obvious by reason. of 
DeGaulle’s knowledge of the trip, and that of the Russians . j 

If we failed to respond to this particular feeler, we should 
be pilloried in a most damaging way. "The defacto" cessation 
of bombing could be described as a concession, although. the 
old formula ("permanent and unconditional") has not vanished, 
any more than the Four Points 

Talcing this as a fact, what do we do? 

✓ 

Pham Van Dong has authorized - Aubrac and Marcovich to 
communicate with him through Bo or Sung in Paris . They are 
to let him know "our reaction". 

I suggest we have Aubrac and Marcovich give Bo or Sung 
the following message: "Kissinger has told the American 

government of our trip to Hanoi, and of the talks there 
The Americans have asked Kissinger to inform us (and you) 
that like Pham Van Dong, they hope the conversations prove 
useful. They are in any event grateful to us for making a 
long journey in behalf of peace. 
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"The Americans agree with Pham Van Dong that wnile 
they too do not like secret negotiations, such negotiations 
are a necessity in this situation. 

"They therefore propose a secret meeting between 
American representatives and representatives of the horth 
Vietnamese government in a third country to ^ sc ^ s 
beginning of negotiations. The Americans believe Vientiane 
would be a convenient location for such talks. But they 
will meet any reasonable suggestion of the North Vietnamese 
with respect to the time and place of a meeting,, 

"The Americans believe such a direct, secret and 
official meeting is the proper procedure for clarifying 
mm van “ng' suspense to the two-step plan Messrs. Aubrac 

and Marcovich presented unofficially m e a . 

United States government „ From the summary prov * 

United States is not clear whether the two-step plan was 
accepted, rejected or modified. 

"The Americans ask us to remind you that when you were 

in secret communication with them *j ece ££ ed^letter of 
broke its agreement of secrecy, and published _ a letter o 
President Johnson. The Americans stress the importance °f 
keeping the meeting, and then the negotiations, entir y 
secret until both sides agree to make them public. 

It is my thought that we go no further at this time. 

So far as Aubrac and Marcovich are concerned, this answer 
does not shut the door in Pham Van Dong s face Tt * 
not exclude "modification" of the ^-phase p an I 
proposes a direct meeting to discuss tne terms *1 
on which we are ready to begin negotiations. 

When we talked on Thursday, I thought of offeri^ two 
choices, but on reading the slippery . iangu s 
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of the memorandum, every sentence seemed loaded with 
booby traps „ 

Let*s pursue this problem further „ If we decide 
to get more substantive, we should then send Chet over 
with Henry to brief Aubrac and Marcovich for the next 
round c 


cc: S/S - Mr c Read 

10 - Mr. Sisco 
EA - Mr. Habib 
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